
Summary of the Special Investigation Team (SIT) Report (September 11, 2025): 

 

 

Judicial Mandate: 

 

The SIT’s mandate was to examine compliance with all relevant laws, including the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, CITES, and financial and animal welfare regulations, and to determine the 

veracity of the claims made against Vantara. 

 

Scope of Investigation and Outcome: 

 

The SIT conducted a comprehensive inquiry, consulting domestic and international authorities 

including the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) and CITES Management Authorities and carried 

out an on-site inspection of Vantara’s Jamnagar facilities. Based on the evidence, it concluded 

that all complaints, articles, and reports relied upon by the petitioners were “unfounded, 

baseless, and devoid of any factual or legal foundation”. 

 

Key Findings and Clearance: 

 

1. Legal Compliance: 

 

• All 40,633 animals, including 275 elephants, were acquired in full compliance with 

Indian and international laws. 

• Allegations of wildlife smuggling, financial misconduct, and money laundering were 

rejected. 

• All imports were verified as non-commercial and conducted under valid CITES 

permits. 

• Invoice-related allegations were dismissed, as the documents were standard CIF 

invoices used only for customs valuation.  

 

Animal Welfare Standards: 

 

• Vantara’s welfare, veterinary, and husbandry practices met or exceeded CZA 

standards.The facility received the Global Humane Certified™ Seal of Approval, 

recognizing it as a global leader in ethical zoological care. 

• Claims that Vantara was a private vanity collection was rejected; its scale, manpower, 

and breeding programs showed genuine conservation intent. 

• Proximity to industrial areas posed no welfare or environmental risk due to modern, 

internationally comparable habitat management systems. 



 

Recommendations: 

 

• Public Access: Expedite the opening of Vantara’s zoological and elephant facilities for 

limited public access to strengthen transparency and public trust. 

• Global Benchmarking: Seek membership with the World Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums (WAZA) to align with international conservation standards. 

 

Significance: 

 

The report completely exonerates Vantara, affirming it as a legally compliant and globally 

accredited wildlife rehabilitation institution. It underscores the finality of findings by 

statutory and scientific authorities and reinforces that wildlife conservation initiatives when 

lawfully established deserve judicial protection from speculative or repetitive litigation. 


































































